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  Beloved of St. Simeon,  

   It is with a deeply wounded heart and great agony that I have come to the following decisions 
regarding our church services during this spiking Covid pandemic. As pastor of your church, I 
have been given the responsibility by our Metropolitan to protect each and every parishioner both 
spiritually and physically. I have been following both CDC statistics, LA county health statistics, 
as well as the Johns Hopkins Center for Health Security Covid updates very carefully on a daily 
basis. It is clear that we are in an unprecedented spike in infections, hospitalizations and deaths 
from Covid 19.  I expect this spike to continue for the next several weeks and am praying that it 
will decline in Mid January to February.  
 
For these reasons St. Simeon's services will be limited to Sunday Orthros and Liturgy via 
Livestream only for the next 4 weekends.  We will then reevaluate the trends by January 15 and if 
there is an improving situation we will begin in person services again shortly thereafter.  I will 
also be sending around a signup form to come to the Church each Sunday between 11:15-1 p.m. 
at 10 minute intervals to receive communion at the entrance to the church for those who are 
properly spiritually prepared.  I also ask those who have had any symptoms of cold or flu or have 
had any exposure to Covid 19 to abstain from communion until 7 days have passed without 
symptoms.    
 
My dear ones in Christ Jesus,  please know that these measures are being taken only after careful 
consideration of all of the risks to our beautiful parish. I do not want to wait until multiple 
parishioners get sick from this virus to take action, but rather wish to preempt any possibility of 
anyone contracting the virus at Church now.   I thank our Lord that He has protected our parish 
thus far and pray that He continue to guard each and every one of us from any evil harm.  The 
good news is that I firmly believe that the measures we are undertaking will be very short-lived. 
Please be assured we will resume a normal and robust sacramental life at the earliest possible 
time that it is safe to do so. In the meantime we will continue Liturgy via facebook livestream 
at facebook.com/santaclaritaorthodox. Subdn. Mark Nassief and I will also record and send 
around a series of podcasts on various aspects of the Nativity for spiritual edification and 
sustenance during this difficult time.   As the Lord wills, very soon we will come together again 
as the Body of Christ  with renewed vigor and spiritual vitality to glorify and praise the Holy, all-
Honorable, and  Majestic Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
 
With all of my Love in our Lord and Christ Jesus,  
Fr. George   
 
 
Submit bulletin information to: stsimeonbulletin@gmail.com by 9pm on Wednesday 
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RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE SEVEN 
Thou didst shatter death by Thy Cross, Thou didst open paradise to 
the thief; Thou didst turn the sadness of the ointment-bearing 
women into joy. And didst bid Thine Apostles proclaim a warning, 
that Thou hast risen O Christ, granting to the world the Great 
Mercy. 
 
APOLYTIKION OF ST. ANTHONY THE GREAT IN TONE 

FOUR 
Thou didst become like the zealous Elijah in his condition, and 
followed John the Baptist in his upright ways, becoming a dweller 
in the wilderness and an establisher of the universe by thy prayer, 
O Father Anthony. Wherefore, intercede thou with Christ God to 
save our souls. 
 

TROPARION FOR ST. SIMEON IN TONE ONE 
Rejoice, thou who art full of grace, O Virgin Theotokos, for from 
thee hath risen the Sun of Righteousness, Christ our God, 
enlightening those in darkness.  Rejoice, thou also, O righteous 
Elder, as thou receivest in thine arms the Redeemer of our souls, 
Who also granteth unto us the Resurrection. 
 
 

KONTAKION OF THE PRESENTATION OF CHRIST IN 
TONE ONE 

 
Thou Who didst sanctify the Virgin’s womb by Thy birth, and 
didst bless Simeon’s hands as was meet, by anticipation hast even 
now saved us, O Christ God.  But grant peace in the midst of wars 



 
 

unto Thy people and strengthen the faithful whom Thou hast 
loved, O only Lover of mankind.  
 

THE EPISTLE 
(For St. Anthony the Great) 

Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His saints. 
What shall I render to the Lord for all that He has given me? 
The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews. 

(13:17-21) 
Brethren, obey your leaders and submit to them; for they are 

keeping watch over your souls, as men who will have to give 
account.  Let them do this joyfully, and not sadly, for that would be 
of no advantage to you.  Pray for us, for we are sure that we have a 
clear conscience, desiring to act honorably in all things.  I urge you 
the more earnestly to do this in order that I may be restored to you 
the sooner.  Now may the God of peace Who brought again from 
the dead our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep, by the 
blood of the eternal covenant, equip you with everything good that 
you may do His will, working in you that which is pleasing in His 
sight, through Jesus Christ; to Whom be glory forever and ever. 
Amen. 

 
 

THE GOSPEL 
(For the Twelfth Sunday of Luke) 

The reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. 
(17:12-19) 

At that time, as Jesus entered a village, He was met by ten 
lepers, who stood at a distance and lifted up their voices and said, 



 
 

“Jesus, Master, have mercy on us.”  When He saw them He said to 
them, “Go and show yourselves to the priests.”  And as they went 
they were cleansed.  Then one of them, when he saw that he was 
healed, turned back, praising God with a loud voice; and he fell on 
his face at Jesus’ feet, giving Him thanks.  Now he was a 
Samaritan.  Then Jesus said, “Were not ten cleansed?  Where are 
the nine?  Was no one found to return and give praise to God 
except this foreigner?”  And He said to him, “Rise and go your 
way; your faith has made you well.” 
 

 THE DISMISSAL 
Priest:  May He Who rose from the dead, Christ our true God, 
through the intercessions of His all-immaculate and all-blameless 
holy Mother; by the might of the Precious and Life-giving Cross; 
by the protection of the honorable Bodiless Powers of Heaven; at 
the supplication of the honorable, glorious Prophet, Forerunner and 
Baptist John; of the holy, glorious and all-laudable apostles; of our 
father among the saints, John Chrysostom, archbishop of 
Constantinople, whose Divine Liturgy we have now celebrated; of 
the holy, glorious and right-victorious Martyrs; of our venerable 
and God-bearing Fathers; of Saint N., the patron and protector of 
this holy community; of the holy and righteous ancestors of God, 
Joachim and Anna; of our Venerable and God-bearing Father 
Anthony the Great; Anthony the New, ascetic of Berrea in 
Macedonia; and New-martyr George of Ioannina, whose memory 
we celebrate, and of all the saints: have mercy on us and save us, 
forasmuch as He is good and loveth mankind. 
 



 
 

Priest: Through the prayers of our holy fathers, Lord Jesus 
Christ our God, have mercy upon us and save us. 

 
Choir:  Amen. 

 HOLY OBLATIONS 
 

Prayers are offered for Subdeacon George Milan (8 years), Father 
of Kh. Janine  by his loving family. May his memory be eternal!! 

 
1/17/2021  

"THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK"  
“Then one of them (of the 10 lepers), when he saw that he was 
healed, turned back, praising God with a loud voice; and he fell 
on his face at Jesus’ feet, giving Him thanks.  Now he was a 
Samaritan.” 
     On this twelfth Sunday of Luke and in celebration of our 
blessed Father among the Saints Anthony the Great, we hear this 
beautiful Gospel of the healing of the ten lepers by our Lord.  And 
of the ten, only one, who was a Samaritan- a stranger and not a part 
of the people of God- only he came back to give the Lord thanks.  
And, as is clear at the end of the Gospel, it was only this one leper, 
who was truly healed.  And for us, beloved, we must recognize that 
it is only if we nurture thankful hearts that we can become truly 
whole and truly human. To be thankful is one of our deepest needs, 
for this is how we were created.  
      We might ask, why does the Lord wish us to be thankful?  Is it 
because He needs our thanks?  To answer this question, let us ask a 
more earthly question.  Why does a parent wish his children to be 
thankful?  Is it because he or she needs to be thanked?  Why do we 



 
 

teach our children to say “thank you”?  Does this help us?  No, 
certainly not, it is for their benefit that we nurture this attitude of 
thanksgiving.  We do not want them to be wild and selfish. The 
root of  Thanksgiving (Eucharistia) in the Greek is “Charis” which 
means grace.  If we are not thankful, we have no grace. Grace 
dwells in us through thanksgiving. Imagine a child who is 
ungrateful, who feels that everything he receives is deserved, and 
who feels that everything that exists centers around himself.  Who 
would wish to be around such a child?  Rather, we wish our 
children to be noble, to be humble, and to be able to express love.  
There is no love, no humility, and no nobility without 
thanksgiving.  Thanksgiving is the only antidote to self-
centeredness.  Self-centeredness, by its very nature, excludes the 
ability to love. And, the ability to truly love is what the image of 
God inside of us is. Here we come to the most important point- 
God, Himself, is thankful!  Numerous times our Lord expressed 
thanksgiving.  For example, when Jesus raised Lazarus from the 
dead He said, "Father, I thank You (Eucharisteo) that You have 
heard Me. (Joh 11:41 NKJ). 
    Beloved, let each one of us also be raised from the dead by 
nurturing thanksgiving deep inside of our hearts. To be thankful 
means to recognize things as they truly are.  Let us then give 
thanks for the air we breathe, for every morsel of food that God 
gives to us, for His trees and His mountains which give us so much 
beauty, for our relationships, for our loved ones.  Let us give 
thanks even when we suffer, for it is an opportunity to grow closer 
to our Lord, to share in His love, to share in His glory, to grow in 
patience, and to proclaim with joy that death has no real power 
over us!          



 
 

 
 

Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace, 
according to Thy word, 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For mine eyes have seen Thy salvation. 


