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 It is with great joy and thankfulness to God and to our Metropolitan that we announce that the 

faithful of St. Simeon may now attend Divine and Holy Services.  Saturday Vespers at 5:30 p.m. 

and Sunday Orthros and Liturgy at 8:30 a.m. will be celebrated as usual and open to the first 75 

people- so please come early.  The Metropolitan wishes us to comply with all of the 

recommendations of our State and County Health departments, which we will do. We have a 

continuing pandemic, so  with this in mind, I ask you to carefully comply with the following 

important rules; 

 

1. Prepare yourself spiritually to come back to Church  and receive the sacraments.  Come with 

repentance, with humility, with joy, and with trust in our God.   

2. I urge any elderly, infirm, or high risk individuals to stay home and attend Liturgy by live-

stream for the next 21 days. Communion will be available after Liturgy for those who have 

scheduled this with me.  

3. I ask each person that will attend Liturgy to take their temperature at home just before leaving 

their homes;  Do not come to Church if you have a temperature of greater than 100.1degrees, or if 

you  have any symptoms of coughing, fever, sore throat, sneezing, fatigue, or muscle aches.  

4. Face-masks will be required for all parishioners except while taking communion. 

5. Chanters will maintain 20 feet separation from nearest parishioner.  No Choir will take place. 

6. Social distancing within the Nave, where all chairs have been removed except for the 

perimeter.  6 foot tape markings have been placed to help keep this distance between different 

families and parishioners.   

7. Hand Sanitizing gel provided at the entrance 

8. No coffee hour 

9. Congregants should exit the Church building immediately after the service is over. Any 

socializing should be done outside, keeping appropriate distances. 

10. No kissing or touching of any objects, people or priest within the Church Building. 

11. Liturgy will be performed with one priest, 1 Deacon, 1 server, and two chanters. 

12. Communion will be given with mouth wide open and not touching the spoon in any way, in a 

completely safe fashion.  

13. The entire church, including door handles, bathrooms, icons, liturgical utensils and objects 

will be disinfected before and after every service. 

Beloved, please forgive all of the rules but I am absolutely confident that this will provide the 

maximum possible protection for our parishioners-probably more than we observe anywhere else- 

as we get back to our living our lives.  I look forward to seeing everyone and will rejoice with 

you as we begin our common work and prayer together again.  

With all of my love in Christ Jesus,  

Fr. George 

Submit bulletin information to: stsimeonbulletin@gmail.com by 9pm on Wednesday 
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RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE TWO 

When Thou didst submit Thyself unto death, O Thou deathless and immortal One, 

then Thou didst destroy hell with Thy Godly power. And when Thou didst raise the 

dead from beneath the earth, all the powers of Heaven did cry aloud unto Thee: O 

Christ, Thou giver of life, glory to Thee. 

 

APOLYTIKION OF ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST IN TONE THREE 

O holy Apostle and Evangelist Luke, intercede with the merciful God, to grant our 

souls forgiveness of sins. 

 

TROPARION FOR ST. SIMEON IN TONE ONE 

Rejoice, thou who art full of grace, O Virgin Theotokos, for from thee hath risen 

the Sun of Righteousness, Christ our God, enlightening those in darkness.  

Rejoice, thou also, O righteous Elder, as thou receivest in thine arms the Redeemer 

of our souls, Who also granteth unto us the Resurrection. 

 

ORDINARY KONTAKION IN TONE TWO 

O protectress of Christians that cannot be put to shame, and their constant 

intercessor before the Creator;  despise not the petitions of us sinners who are 

imploring you; in your goodness come to our help, who in faith cry unto you: 

Hasten O Theotokos to intercede for us, and hurry to pray for us! For you have 

always protected those who honor You. 

 

THE EPISTLE 

(For St. Luke) 

His voice has gone out into all the earth. The heavens declare the glory of God. 

The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Colossians. (4:5-11, 14-18) 

Brethren, conduct yourselves wisely toward outsiders, making the most of 

the time.  Let your speech always be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you may 

know how you ought to answer everyone.  Tychicus will tell you all about my 

affairs; he is a beloved brother and faithful minister and fellow servant in the Lord.  

I have sent him to you for this very purpose, that you may know how we are and 

that he may encourage your hearts, and with him Onesimus, the faithful and 

beloved brother, who is one of you.  They will tell you of everything that has taken 

place.  Aristarchus my fellow prisoner greets you, and Mark the cousin of 

Barnabas (concerning whom you have received instructions—if he comes to you, 



 
 

receive him), and Jesus who is called Justus.  These are the only men of the 

circumcision among my fellow workers for the kingdom of God, and they have 

been a comfort to me.  Luke the beloved physician and Demas greet you.  Give my 

greetings to the brethren at Laodicea, and to Nympha and the church in her house.  

And when this letter has been read among you, have it read also in the church of 

the Laodiceans; and see that you read also the letter from Laodicea.  And say to 

Archippus, “See that you fulfill the ministry which you have received in the 

Lord.”  I, Paul, write this greeting with my own hand.  Remember my fetters.  

Grace be with you. Amen. 

 

THE GOSPEL 

(For St. Luke) 

 The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. (10:16-21) 

The Lord said, “He who hears you hears Me, and he who rejects you rejects 

Me, and he who rejects Me rejects Him who sent Me.”  The Seventy returned with 

joy, saying, “Lord, even the demons are subject to us in Thy Name!”  And Jesus 

said to them, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven.  Behold, I have given 

you authority to tread upon serpents and scorpions and over all the power of the 

enemy; and nothing shall hurt you.  Nevertheless, do not rejoice in this, that the 

spirits are subject to you; but rejoice that your names are written in heaven.”  In 

that same hour Jesus rejoiced in the spirit and said, “I thank Thee, Father, Lord of 

heaven and earth, that Thou hast hidden these things from the wise and prudent 

and revealed them to babes; yea, Father, for such was Thy gracious will.” 

 

KOINONIKON (COMMUNION HYMN) FOR ST. LUKE IN TONE EIGHT 

His sound hath gone out into all the earth; and his words to the ends of the world. 

Alleluia. 

 

THE DISMISSAL 

Priest:  May He Who rose from the dead, Christ our true God, through the 

intercessions of His all-immaculate and all-blameless holy Mother; by the might 

of the Precious and Life-giving Cross; by the protection of the honorable Bodiless 

Powers of Heaven; at the supplication of the honorable, glorious Prophet, 

Forerunner and Baptist John; of the holy, glorious and all-laudable apostles; of our 

father among the saints, John Chrysostom, archbishop of Constantinople, whose 

Divine Liturgy we have now celebrated; of the holy, glorious and right-victorious 



 
 

Martyrs; of our venerable and God-bearing Fathers; (of Saint N., the patron and 

protector of this holy community;) of the holy and righteous ancestors of God, 

Joachim and Anna; of the holy, glorious, and all-laudable Apostle and 

Evangelist Luke; Martyr Marinos the Elder at Anazarbos; Venerable Theodore, 

Simeon and Euphrosyne, founders of the Monastery of the Great Cave in the 

Peloponnesus; New-martyrs Gabriel and Kyrmidoles of Egypt; and Venerable 

Peter of Cetinje (TSEH-tee-nee-eh), whose memory we celebrate today, and of all 

the saints: have mercy on us and save us, forasmuch as He is good and loveth 

mankind. 

 

Priest: Through the prayers of our holy fathers, Lord Jesus Christ our God, 

have mercy upon us and save us. 

 

Choir:  Amen. 

 

HOLY OBLATIONS 

 

In loving memory (40-day memorial) of my beloved Father Khalil Kastoun 

offered with love by Hanin, Ahed Christian, Joseph and Daniel Kastoun,  

May his memory be eternal.  Offered by the Kastoun and Hanna families 

 

God bless our new granddaughter Lila Phoenix today upon entering the church 

for the first time. We are so proud of you Joey and Emily (Awad) Phoenix and we 

wish you many years of health and happiness with Lila. Offered by Dennis and 

Angela Awad 

 

Prayers are offered for Luke Nassief in celebration of the feast of St. Luke and 

his 16th birthday today, and also for all those in our parish named Luke or Lucas. 

May God grant you many years! With love by Subdn. Mark, Alex, and Samantha 

Nassief. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

“October is YOUTH month! You’ll see some friendly faces from our Teen Soyo 

reading the Epistle. There will also be a trunk or treat activity for the kids Sunday 

November 1st after church. We will have a sign-up sheet set up this Sunday! 

 

Attention all St. Simeon college students and parents of students. St Simeon's 

Ladies Fellowship will be sending out their 2nd Annual College Student Care 

Packages. Please make sure every college student’s information has been emailed 

to Kristy Maloof at kmmcode5@sbcglobal.net. Please include name of student, 

college name, address, cell phone or email.  

 

St. Simeon Sunday School invites you to join us for a very special event: 

The ST. SIMEON VIRTUAL HALLOWEEN PARTY!!! 

Make plans now to join us on Friday, October 30th, from 6:30pm to 7:30pm for a 

fun-filled evening featuring faith and fellowship. There will be prizes for best 

carved pumpkin, best costume (adults and children) & family trivia game. This 

special event is for ALL AGES & ALL FAMILIES! Don't Miss Out on the Fun! 

Join Zoom Meeting: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8051733660 

Meeting ID: 805 173 3660 

 

The St. Simeon bookstore is offering clearance on new and gently used white 

candles. .25 each or 5 for $1. Located on the donation table and in a box. Great for 

crafting! Please text Debby during daytime for bookstore questions at 661 644 

6109 or dodgerdebby@gmail.com 
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10/18/2020  

"THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK"  

“Behold, I have given you authority to tread upon serpents and scorpions and 

over all the power of the enemy; and nothing shall hurt you” 

In the Gospel for today the Lord gave his disciples power over the devil and 

all of the evil spirits. There are two mistakes that people make with regard to these 

evil spirits.  They either consider themselves too modern to give any credence to 

the existence of personal evil powers that actively work against us.  This, of 

course, is not consistent with the teaching of our Lord, the Apostles, nor of the 

experience of millions of Orthodox Christians throughout the last two millenia.  

People who do not accept the existence of the devil will be easy prey for him, 

since they do not even perceive that there is an enemy that they must fight against.  

On the other hand there are those who excessively fear and give too much 

power to the evil one.  They feel defeated and wave the white flag even before 

they have begun to fight.  Every evil action in their lives they blame on the devil.  

This of course is also not consistent with our faith nor with the above Gospel text.  

The Lord has given us victory over every evil spirit.  If we resist them, they must 

flee from us.  St. John tells us “4 You are of God, little children, and have 

overcome them, because He who is in you is greater than he who is in the 

world.” (1Jo 4:4 NKJ) The devil and evil powers only energize us to do evil and 

deceive us only when we have freely chosen to give this power to them by 

choosing evil over good.  And almost always we choose evil over good because of 

our pride.  St. James lays this out very clearly in his epistle; “Therefore submit to 

God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you. Draw near to God and He will 

draw near to you…. Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He will 

lift you up.” (Jam 4:7-10 NKJ) 
So my beloved in Christ Jesus, we must rejoice that our names are written 

in heaven.  We have no need to fear the evil spirits but we must fear only our 

pride, which wounds us, and gives power to the evil one over us. If we pursue 

humility in our life, in our relationships with loved ones, and in our relationships 

with those who oppose or insult us-then the devil and all of His evil spirits will 

disappear as a soap bubble bursts when it touches our hand.    

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace, 

according to Thy word, 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For mine eyes have seen Thy salvation. 


