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 WELCOME! 
“The Newest Church in Santa Clarita is the Oldest Church in the World.” 

      St. Simeon Orthodox Church welcomes all of you to our community this Sunday- for 
truly, “This is the Day that the Lord has made.” We are honored to have you worship 
with us.  If you are new to our community or simply have any questions, please introduce 
yourselves to Fr. George after the Divine Liturgy. He would love to meet you. Submit 
bulletin information to: stsimeonbulletin@gmail.com by 9pm on Wednesday 

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE FOUR 
Having learned the joyful message of the Resurrection from the angel the 
women disciples of the Lord cast from them their parental condemnation. 
And proudly broke the news to the Disciples, saying: Death hath been 
spoiled; Christ God is risen, granting the world Great Mercy. 
 
APOLYTIKION FOR THE DORMITION OF ST. ANNA IN TONE FOUR 

O Godly-minded Anna, thou didst give birth unto God’s pure Mother who 
conceived Him Who is our Life. Wherefore, thou hast now passed with joy 
to thy heavenly rest, wherein is the abode of them that rejoice in glory; and 
thou askest forgiveness of sins for them that honor thee with love, O ever-
blessed one. 
KONTAKION OF THE DORMITION OF ST. ANNA IN TONE TWO 

We celebrate now * the mem’ry of Christ’s ancestors, * while asking their 
help * with faith, that we may all be saved * from all manner of tribulation 
as we fervently cry aloud: * Be Thou with us, O Lord our God, * Whose 
pleasure it was to glorify them both. 

ORDINARY KONTAKION IN TONE TWO 
O protectress of Christians that cannot be put to shame, and their constant 
intercessor before the Creator;  despise not the petitions of us sinners who 
are imploring you; in your goodness come to our help, who in faith cry unto 
you: Hasten O Theotokos to intercede for us, and hurry to pray for us! For 
you have always protected  those who honor You. 
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THE EPISTLE 
(For the Dormition of St. Anna) 

God is wondrous in His saints. In the churches, bless ye God. 
The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Galatians. (4:22-27) 

Brethren, Abraham had two sons, one by the handmaid, and one by 
the freewoman. But the one from the handmaid is born according to the 
flesh; whereas the one from the freewoman is through the promise. These 
things are an allegory, for these women are two covenants. One is from 
Mount Sinai, bearing children for bondage, which is Hagar. For Sinai, which 
corresponds to Hagar, is a mountain in Arabia, and resembles the present 
Jerusalem, for she is in bondage with her children. But the Jerusalem that is 
above is free, and she is the mother of us all. For it is written, “Rejoice, O 
barren one who does not bear; break forth and cry out, you who are not in 
travail: For many are the children of the desolate, much more than of her 
who has a husband.” 
 

THE GOSPEL 
(For the Fifth Sunday of Matthew) 

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. (8:28-9:1) 
At that time, when Jesus came to the country of the Gergesenes, two 

demoniacs met Him, coming out of the tombs, so fierce that no one could 
pass that way. And behold, they cried out, “What have we to do to Thee, O 
Son of God?  Art Thou come here to torment us before the time?” Now a 
herd of many swine was feeding at some distance from them. And the 
demons begged Him, “If Thou castest us out, send us away into the herd of 
swine.” And He said to them, “Go.” So they came out and went into the 
swine; and behold, the whole herd rushed down the steep bank into the sea, 
and perished in the waters. The herdsmen fled, and going into the city they 
told everything, and what had happened to the demoniacs. And behold, all 
the city came out to meet Jesus; and when they saw Him, they begged Him 
to leave their neighborhood. And getting into a boat He crossed over and 
came to His own city. 
 



 
 

• The Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom continues as usual. 
 

THE DISMISSAL 
Priest: May He Who rose from the dead, Christ our true God, through the 
intercessions of His all-immaculate and all-blameless holy Mother; by the 
might of the Precious and Life-giving Cross; by the protection of the 
honorable Bodiless Powers of Heaven; at the supplication of the honorable, 
glorious Prophet, Forerunner and Baptist John; of the holy, glorious and all-
laudable apostles; of our father among the saints, John Chrysostom, 
archbishop of Constantinople, whose Divine Liturgy we have now 
celebrated; of the holy, glorious and right-victorious Martyrs; of our 
venerable and God-bearing Fathers; of Saint N., the patron and protector of 
this holy community; of the holy and righteous ancestors of God, Joachim 
and Anna, whose Dormition we now commemorate; of our Righteous 
Mothers Olympias the Deaconess of Constantinople; and Eupraxia of 
Tabenna, whose memory we celebrate today, and of all the saints: have 
mercy on us and save us, forasmuch as He is good and loveth mankind. 
 
Priest: Through the prayers of our Holy Fathers, Lord Jesus Christ our 

God, have mercy upon us and save us. 
 
Choir:  Amen. 
 

OBLATIONS 
God bless Jeffrey and Nicole Abraham as they celebrate their anniversary 
(July 24th). May they share many more wonderful years together! By the 
Abraham and Ajalat families. 
 
Happy anniversary Daddy and Mommy! God bless you! We love you! Elise, 
Mark, Leila, and Nicholas. 
 
 
 



 
 

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK 7 25 2021 
 

“ Now Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia; she corresponds to the present 
Jerusalem, for she is in slavery with her children.  But the Jerusalem 

above is free, and she is our mother.” Galatians. (4:22-27) 

As we celebrate the dormition of St. Anna, the mother of our most holy 
Theotokos, St. Paul asks us to reflect on the absolute freedom of the 
Christian Faith.  What does it mean that Hagar is Mount Sinai and 
corresponds to the earthly Jerusalem which is in slavery?  We must 
understand that Hagar represents those who follow the law out of fear and 
keep the commandments expecting some earthly reward. They make religion 
in their own image with a human agenda and program. This is how Jewish 
religion functioned, and indeed many who call themselves Christian today 
also function in this same way.  Since Abraham and Sarah could not have a 
son through Sarah, they used human logic and their own agenda. Sarah gave 
her slave to Abraham so that they could bear a son according to human and 
fleshly reason. This son was born to a slave. Slavery to human religion, a set 
of laws to be followed externally, and our own agendas is the Old 
Testament.  

But we, beloved, belong not to the earthly Jerusalem but to the Jerusalem 
above, represented by Sarah.  Abraham and Sarah trusted God even in what 
seemed like impossible circumstances.  In their very old age they 
conceived  their Son Isaac as promised by God.  And it is through his line of 
descendants that our most Holy Theotokos was conceived in a similar way 
by Joachim and Anna. It was through his line that our Lord Jesus, the only 
truly free human being descended. As they trusted God they found real 
freedom and conceived a son that was free. This is the New Testament.   

Therefore, beloved, as Christians will find our true freedom, not in fear of 
punishment, nor in expectation of an earthly reward. Our freedom will not 
come from our earthly agendas, accomplishments, and programs. Our true 
freedom will come to us by trusting God in all things.  It will come when we 
realize every hair on our head is known by God and His only desire is to 



 
 

save us-that He loves us as one of His own. Therefore if we, in return, strive 
to love Him with all of our thoughts and actions, then we have absolutely 
nothing to fear, in spite of the apparent outward circumstances. If our goal is 
to please our God by loving, helping, and forgiving others- His grace will 
grow strong deep inside of us.  Even when we fail, we trust His mercy and 
we redouble our efforts. We realize that we are weak and He is strong.  With 
Him, we can do anything, and apart from Him, we can do nothing.    As we 
mature in this kind of trusting relationship, we will be more and more free. 
We will begin to live a truly virtuous life, which stems not from our own 
power but from the power of God Who dwells in us.  Amen.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace, 
according to Thy word, 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For mine eyes have seen Thy salvation. 


